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SPECIFICATION 

1. Title of the Invention 

Method of Fabricating a Semiconductor Device 

2. Scope of Claims 

A method of fabricating a semiconductor device comprising the steps of: 

forming selectively metal layers comprising palladium, platinum or nickel on a 

semiconductor substrate: 

forming a polycrystalline silicon layer or an amorphous silicon layer having a 
predetermined conductive type and a predetermined impurity concentration on said metal layers, 
respectively: and 

annealing at a low temperature for a predetermined time for a solid growth; 
thereby an impurity layer equivalent to a diffusion layer is formed. 
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3. Detailed Description of Invention 
[Field of the Invention] 

The present invention relates to a method of fabricating a semiconductor device, 
particularly relates to a method of forming an impurity layer in fabricating a semiconductor 
device. More particularly, the present invention relates to a method of forming an impurity layer 
having a shallow junction without damaging a substrate surface. 
[Description of Prior Art] 

The conventional method of forming an impurity layer of a semiconductor device 
comprises the steps of forming a thermal oxidation film or the like on a semiconductor substrate: 
subsequently pattering said thermal oxidation film by photolithography technique; and thermal 
diffusing an impurity on said semiconductor substrate using said thermal oxidation film or the like 
as a mask, or performing an ion implantation. 
[Problem to be Solved by the Invention] 

According to the conventional method of forming an impurity layer mentioned above, an 
impurity is equally diffused along both directions of a width direction and a depth direction of a 
substrate. Therefore, it is difficult to satisfy that a junction depth is required to be shallow 
corresponding to fineness of device. That is, in accordance with rule of reduction of device, when 
a diffusion junction depth Xj should be reduced to 1/k whenever a channel length and a channel 
width of the device are reduced to 1/k. However, with regard to a thermal diffusion, it is 
impossible to depress only a diffusion speed in the direction of depth, so that it is difficult to 
realize the shallow junction. In particular, in the case that diffusion coefficient of an impurity is 
large, it is extremely difficult to depress the junction depth. Further, in ion implantation method, 
since it is necessary to anneal for a long term in order to recover the damage of a substrate 
surface, an implanted ion is frequently redistributed, and shallow junction is difficult to obtain as 
mentioned above. 

The object of the present invention is to remove the conventional defect mentioned above 
and propose a method of fabricating a semiconductor device in which a shallow junction can be 
easily formed without damaging the surface of the substrate, and also a low temperature treatment 



is possible to form an impurity layer which copes with fineness and high integration. 
[Means to Solve the Problems] 

The method of fabricating a semiconductor device according to the present invention 
comprising the steps of: 

forming selectively metal layers comprising palladium, platinum or nickel on a 
semiconductor substrate; 

forming a polycrystalline silicon layer or an amorphous silicon layer having a 
predetermined conductive type and a predetermined impurity concentration on said metal layers, 
respectively; 

annealing at a low temperature for a predetermined time for a solid growth, thereby an 
impurity layer equivalent to a diffusion layer is formed. 
[Embodiment of the Invention] 

An embodiment of the present invention will be described below referring to drawings. 

Figs. 1(a) to (i) shows a cross sectional view of a semiconductor device shown in order of 
steps to describe an embodiment according to the present invention. According to the present 
embodiment, a method of forming source and drain diffusion layers of nMOS is described. 

First, as shown in Fig. 1(a), a thermal oxidation film (Si0 2 ) having a predetermined film 
thickness by thermally oxidizing a P-type silicon substrate 1. Then, as shown in Fig. 1(b), source 
and drain regions are patterned by a photolithography technique. Next, as shown in Fig. 1(c), a 
palladium(Pd) layer 3 is formed by vapor deposition method. Then, as shown in Fig. 1(d), a high 
concentration impurity doped layer 4 of an amorphous silicon layer or a polycrystalline silicon 
layer doped with phosphorous at a high concentration is deposited by CVD technique. Then, as 
shown in Fig. 1(e), the high concentration impurity doped layer and the palladium layer except for 
the source and drain regions are removed by a photolithography technique, and dry etching and 
wet etching technique. Next, as shown in Fig. 1(f), palladium is evaporated again by a vapor 
deposition method. .As shown in Fig. 1 (g), an impurity doped layer 5 of an amorphous silicon or 
a polycrystalline silicon in which boron is doped at a predetermined concentration, is subsequently 
deposited by a CVD method. Then, as shown in Fig. 1(h), the impurity layer and the palladium 



layer formed on source and drain regions are removed by a photolithography technique and a dry 
etching technique. As shown in Fig. l(i), annealing at a low temperature, for example at 600°C is 
performed for a predetermined time, thereby making palladium on a substrate surface palladium 
silicide. Then, palladium silicide shifts toward the upper portion to perform an epitaxial growth, 
thereby forming an n" impurity layer 7 of drain and n* impurity layer 8 of source. 

Figs. 2(a) to (e) shows a longitudinal section of a semiconductor device shown in order of 
steps to describe another embodiment according to the present inveniton. 

First, as shown in Fig. 2(a), after forming an n* impurity region of source and drain 
subsequent to the first embodiment step mentioned above, a gate oxidation film , a gate electrode 
9, a drain electrode 10, and a source electrode 11 are formed. Then, as shown in Fig. 2(b), an 
Si0 2 is deposited on a base device (nMOS) by CVD method on which a palladium layer 13 is 
formed by vapour deposition. Thereafter, as shown in Fig. 2(c), contact holes of source, drain, 
and gate are formed. Then, an amorphou or a polycrystalline silicon layer doped with an 
predetermind concetration impurity is formed by a CVD method. Subsequently, low temperature 
annealing is conducted to perform an epitaxial growth. Then, a palladium silicide layer is 
removed. The treatment described in the first embodiment is repeated to form an impurity layer of 
source/drain, thereby obtainng a structure shown in Fig. 2(d). 

Then, as shown in Fig. 2(e), a gate located on a second stage is finally formed for wiring, 
thereby realizing an LSI having the second stage structure. 

Such the treatment is conducted in the chip size, thereby a three dimentional LSI or an 
integration level can be improved. 

It is noted that palladium is used as a metal for solid growth in the above embodiment, 
however, platinum or nickel may be used in place of palladium. 
[Effect of the Invention] 

According to the present invention as described above, a metal layer comprising 
palladium, platinum, or nickel are selectively formed on a semiconductor substrate by a CVD 
method and a photolithgraphy technique. An amorphous or polycrystalline silicon layer on which 
an objective impurity is doped is deposited on said metal layer, and then epitaxial growth is 
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performed at a low temperature by a solid phase growth method, thereby an impurity layer 
equivalent to the conventional impurity diffusion layer can be formed. Therefore, the present 
invention is effective to form an impurity layer which copes with fineness and high integration by 
treating at a low temperature as well as easily forming a shallow junction with no specific damage 
on the substrate surface. 

4. Brief Description of the Drawings 

Figs. 1(a) to (i) shows a cross sectional view of a semiconductor device shown in order of 
steps to describe an embodiment of the present invention; and 

Figs. 2(a) to (c) show a cross sectional view of another embodiment of the present 
invention. 

1 — p-type semiconductor substrate 

2 — thermal oxidation film 

3 — palladium film 

4 — high concentration impurity doped layer (phosphorus) 

5 — impurity doped layer (boron) 

6 — palladium silicide 

7 — n* impurity layer (drain) 

8 — n* impurity layer (source) 

9 — gate electrode 

10 — drain electrode 

11 — source electrode 

12 — gate oxidation film 

13 — palladium layer 

14 — source contact hole 

15 — gate contact hole 

16 — drain contact hole 
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